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Kerr ibee Station 

Property snapshot 

Kerribee Station is located in the 
south west of NSW, approximately 
30km east of Mildura. 

Jim Maynard has been on Kerribee all 
his life and runs the 47,000 hectare 
property with his wife Maureen, son 
James and his wife Wendy. James 
runs the cropping side of the 
business. 

5,000 ha  –  cropping: wheat and      
barley 

7,000 ha  –  conservation area 

35,000 ha – grazing sheep and a 
     few cattle. 

Case 

Study 

Living with kangaroos 

• Jim has estimated that 
Kerribee lost around half 
their crops to kangaroo 
grazing in 2018 – this 
equates to approximately
$500,000.

• It is likely that  Jim is also 
losing around 50% of his 
potential income from the 
35,000 grazing area at 
Kerribee each year.

• The 7,000 ha conservation 
area on Kerribee hasn’t 
fared any better than the 
crops or pastures in terms 
of overgrazing from 
kangaroos.

• James applied for damage 
mitigation licences to 
reduce kangaroo numbers, 
but doesn’t see this as a 
positive long term solution 
to this widespread problem.

• Jim and his son have 
installed 50km of new 
fencing on Kerribee to 
manage the impact of 
kangaroo grazing, but have 
another 50kms to install. 
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Figure 1: Jim Maynard has farmed 
at Kerribee Station all his life

Challenge:  
Understanding and 
managing the impact of 
kangaroos 

In 2018 three areas of Kerribee were 
planted with wheat at a cost of 
approximately $400,000.00.  

Area 1 - 400 ha mostly shielded from 
kangaroos by newly erected fence, 
yielded $200,000.  

Area 2 - 800 ha, less protected from 
kangaroos, yielded $240,000.  

Area 3 - 800 ha, no protection from 
kangaroos, yielded nothing. There 
was nothing to harvest. 

Note: Rainfall was similar in each of 
these paddocks, the only variant was 
kangaroo grazing pressure. 

Note: Jim and James also planted 
1,000 ha to barley this year but 
ended up turning it over to their 
sheep rather than watch it be eaten 
by kangaroos. 

“When you live on a 
property all your life you 
really love that land, you 
know?  You want to see it 
healthy and thriving.  So it 
breaks our hearts to see the 
crops and pastures 
decimated by the 
kangaroos like that, and 
then you wonder how you 
can afford to plant again 
next year, or finish the 
fences we need to try and 
control them a bit better.”   

Jim Maynard 
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The Kangaroo Management Taskforce is funded by Local Land Services and works in partnership with all 
relevant agencies, stakeholders and industry. 

Figure 5: Kangaroos have eaten all the 
growth and stubble and left the soils exposed 

to wind erosion 

Figure 3: 90% of this paddock was stripped 
bare by kangaroos.  There was nothing left to 
harvest.

Figure 4: Western boundary of Kerribee showing 

where kangaroos have eaten young wheat plants, 

impacting growth and preventing harvest.

Figure 2: Semi-exclusion fencing 
being erected at Kerribee Station to 
help manage kangaroo impacts

Impacts

Social:  
Watching their crops and pastures 
getting eaten by kangaroos every 
year and the impact this is having on 
their income is beginning to impact 
on the mental health of farmers like 
Jim and James. 

Economic: 

Jim and James have potentially lost 
millions of dollars this year and are 
spending hundreds of thousands of 
dollars on fencing to try and reduce 
the impact of kangaroos. This is just 
one farm. If you added up all the 
farms in NSW and Australia whose 
incomes are being severely impacted 
by kangaroo grazing pressure, 
kangaroo grazing is costing the 
economy many billions of dollars as 
well as impacting food costs and 
food security in the long term. 

Environmental:  
Grazing pressure from overabundant 
kangaroos impacts on both the 
native pastures and crops at 
Kerribee.  Without the protection of 
pasture groundcover or crop stubble, 
fragile soils are exposed to wind 
erosion and the irreversible loss of 
valuable soil through dust storms.   

Conservation cropping 

Jim’s son James manages the cropping 
at Kerribee and has invested a lot of time 
and money in  implementing 
conservation approaches to cropping 
including soil testing, integrated pest 
management, crop rotation and stubble 
retention to maintain soil structure rather 
than exposing it to erosion through 
ploughing and/or burning. 

However, all this technology and 
innovation can’t save the crops from the 
kangaroos that descend on the paddocks 
during the night. 

Fencing works 

Jim and his family have erected 
50kms of semi-exclusion fencing 
at Kerribee to try and help 
manage the impact of kangaroo 
grazing. They have another 
50kms to go but this years crop 
losses have impacted their 
financial capacity to complete the 
fence. This type of fence costs 
around $8,000 per km once you 
factor in labour, clearing, grading 
and materials. 

“Fencing doesn’t completely stop 
the kangaroos, but it slows down 
some of their migration and 
overall impact.” 

Without decent fencing, 
kangaroos are making it 
impossible for Jim and James to 
manage their pastures and crops, 
but the financial impact of 
kangaroo grazing makes it harder 
to complete the fencing they so 
desperately need. 




