Improving

Kangaroo

Management
A NATIONAL STATEMENT

Kangaroos (macropod family, including wallabies) are iconic and treasured native
animals that are integral to Australian cultures and ecosystem function. In the past
200 years, populations of several species of kangaroos in Australia have increased
due to greater availability of pasture, increased watering points, dingo control and
less hunting.

FAILURE TO MANAGE EXCESSIVE NUMBERS OF
KANGAROOS LEADS TO ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR:
Animal
Welfare

Environment protection and
ecosystems conservation

Millions of kangaroos starve to death in drought. Under
current kangaroo management, large numbers of kangaroos
are also culled by non-professionals leading to increased
welfare risks to individuals and dependent young.

Natural
Resource
Management
High kangaroo populations compromise regenerative agriculture,
pasture conservation, revegetation
and stewardship programs. They can
have significant financial impacts on
landholders in terms of production
and landscape management.

Despite being native, overabundant kangaroos directly threaten
the survival of biodiversity on both private and public lands.
They degrade understorey, impact rare plants and compete
with less conspicuous native animals for resources and habitat.

Human health
and welfare
Unmanaged kangaroo populations can
have mental health impacts due to
witnessing starvation, vehicle incidents
and having to cull distressed kangaroos.
Indirect health impacts include reduced
air and water quality as a result of erosion
through the degradation of groundcover.

Food
Waste
Non-commercial culling results
in millions of carcasses being
left to rot in the field with
implications for both food waste
and biosecurity. Indigenous
communities abhor such waste
and its cultural implications.

Avoiding extreme boom-and-bust cycles of macropods is a challenge for wildlife
and land managers, agricultural agencies, regulators and industry. Optimal
management would confer significant benefits for kangaroo conservation and
welfare; rural communities; human, animal and landscape health; and food security.

This Joint Statement arose from symposia in 2019 at the Australian Rangeland Society
and the Ecological Society of Australia Conferences. The context and supporting
references for this statement are presented in a special edition of Ecological
Management & Restoration. The authors seek its endorsement and support.

RECOMMENDATION
Reform of kangaroo management is urgently required to improve human
and animal welfare, conservation and sustainability on both agricultural and
conservation lands, and to reduce waste. A National Kangaroo Taskforce,
with input from Indigenous, welfare, industry and conservation stakeholders (including ecologists) should develop a National Kangaroo Strategy to
support State and Commonwealth governments and other stakeholders in
decision-making around kangaroo management.
Terms of Reference for a National Kangaroo Strategy should:

Reflect and integrate the needs and priorities of all stakeholders,
including Indigenous communities and private landholders; and build on
existing successful regional initiatives (including those by governments).
Recognise that maintenance of minimal forage thresholds is integral
to retaining healthy landscapes, local kangaroo populations and
sustainable production; and to ensure kangaroo densities don’t
cause negative environmental, welfare, or economic impacts.
Identify immediate steps to prevent perverse extreme kangaroo population
cycles from re-establishing beyond drought, through identifying clear
population thresholds and objectives, roles and responsibilities of stakeholders,
and priority knowledge gaps to be addressed by targeted research.
Recognise that non-lethal population management tools, such as
relocation and sterilisation, are often not practical at the scales
required and that fencing alone does not prevent population build-up.
Ensure the highest ethical and humane standards and progress
towards a system where all harvesting and/or culling of kangaroos
is undertaken under a single National Code of Practice.
Consider opportunities to better integrate kangaroo harvesting into rangeland
production systems. Kangaroos evolved with Australia’s fluctuating climate
and could be grazed in a complementary way with domestic stock, producing
low carbon emission, healthy meat with low impact on soils and vegetation.
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